Selmer Paris Clarinets of the 1920's and 1930's
'official' serial number list
	Date 
	Model 
	Serial # 

	1/1/27 
	- 
	#400 

	1/1/29 
	- 
	#3070 

	1/1/31 
	- 
	#9999 

	12/1/31 
	L Series 
	L1000 

	1/1/32 
	L Series 
	L2100 

	1/1/33 
	L Series 
	L3250 

	1/1/34 
	L Series 
	L4300 

	1/1/35 
	L Series 
	L5500 

	1/1/36 
	L Series 
	L6600 

	1/1/37 
	L Series 
	L7750 

	1/1/38 
	L Series 
	L8800 

	1/1/39 
	L Series 
	L9900 


my revised list
	YEAR
	  SOPRANO
	  HARMONY
	   METAL

	  1927
	   1000
	    100
	   

	  1928
	   3000
	    
	 

	  1929
	   5000
	    200
	   

	  1930
	   7000
	    300
	   

	  1931
	   9000
	    400
	   

	  1932
	   K2000
	    500
	   1000

	  1933
	   K5000
	    600
	   2000

	  1934
	   K8000
	    700
	   3000

	  1935
	   L2000
	    800
	   4000

	  1936
	   L4000
	    900
	 

	  1937
	   L6000
	 
	 

	  1938
	   L8000
	 
	 

	  1939
	   M1000
	 
	 


Above are the 'official' Selmer serial-date table and a revised one that I propose.There are two fatal flaws with the official list: the absence of the K-Series and the lack of distinction between 3-digit and 4-digit pre-alphabetic serial numbers.  My list is based on the official list, a few old catalogs, my own clarinets and a few others I have seen.  I will re-revise whenever I get new information.  I am particularly uncertain about dating the metal clarinets.  
The earliest logo is the Winged Globe Oval, from #1000 to #4999(?).
(1050-4385)
The next logo is the Plain Oval, from #5000(?) to #K3999(?).
(5207-K3246, alto 380)
The modern Laurel Wreath logo began with #K4000(?) and continues today.
(K4376-)

The Breveté trademark appears until #K5999(??).
(-K5473)
The Deposé trademark began with #K6000(??) and continues today.
(K7807-) 

The pre-alphabetic serial numbering distinguished harmony clarinets (3-digit serials) from soprano clarinets (4 digit serials).  There are no K-series and probably no L-series harmony clarinets, since by the 7xx serials the logo and trademark on bass and alto clarinets are the modern Laurel Wreath and Deposé.   In the N- series there are soprano clarinets with 3-digit serials.
Since metal clarinets with serial 1xxx-4xxx have Laurel Wreath - Deposé logo and trademark while grenadilla clarinets numbered 1xxx-4xxx have Winged Globe Oval - Breveté, the metal clarinets must have a distinct numbering sequence.
Around the time of the switch from Breveté to Deposé, the design of the keywork and of the bore was changed.  Before K6000(??) the left-hand E/B and F#/C# keys were mounted on the same post, afterwards on separate posts.   The thumbrest design was imroved from a flimsy thing attached by central srcrews, one above and one below, to a sturdier rest held by two screws above left and right.  The new design is advertized in a Selmer catalog from 1935.
Some late K-Series horns and some L-Series have the model name RI (for Radio Improved).  Some RI barrels have a metal lining that inserts into the bore of the top joint; some do not.  The RI model included harmony clarinets.  
(with lining, K7807, L1486; no lining L2982; bass clarinet 776)

Some L-Series horns have the model name BT (for Balanced Tone).  Some M-Series horns are labeled the model name 55 (known as Model 55).  Some K-, L-, M-, N-, and P-Series are not labeled with the name of the model.      
(BT: M4629; 55: M7513; no model: M9976, N5843)

Questions:
What about clarinets from the early twenties and before?   What numbering system did Selmer use, and what logo?
Are there any Breveté metal clarinets?
At what time or serial number was the tuning barrel introduced on the metal clarinets? (4102 with, 1825 without) 
What is the first alphabetic serial number to appear on alto and bass clarinets, L, M or N?
Are the RI and the BT the same?  If so, the unlabeled horns from the late K- and early L-Series must also be that same model.
Do any BT horns have the metal-lined barrel?
Are there any late K-Series BT's?
Are all the Model 55's from the M-Series?
Is the Model 55 a distinct design?  
Are the unlabeled M-, N- and P-Series horns (sometimes called Deposé, "Big Bore" or "Large Bore") BT's or Model 55's or Centered Tones or a distinct design?
When was the Centered Tone introduced (year and serial)?
Are there RI, BT, 55, Centered Tone eefers, C clarinets, altos, basses, etc?  (I have a CT eefer and a RI bass.)
Any comments, questions, answers...  email me.
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